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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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BA 1597 
Helmore 
901 Greenspring Valley Road 
Brooklandville, Md. 21022 
private 

c. 1845 

Helmore is a large house of the Greek-revival period, cirea 1845, unusual 
in its square proportions. This la.r~e stone house contains most of the 
original interior detailing. Two projecting stone foundations against 
the north foundation of the service wing appear to relate to former 
exterior chimneys. The house was built by a. descendant of Captain John 
Cockey who was born in 1681. For over a century the property on which 
Belmore was built was part of the old Cockey homestead. 
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OESCRiBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

HELMORE is a two and one-half storey stone house, stuccoed, 
three bays square with a truncated pyramidal ~oof. Its principal 
facade is to the north and a two storey servic~ wing extends to the 
west; of frame covered with stucco its stone foundation indicates 
two building periods, the joint falling between the easterly four 
bays and the westerly two. Two projecting stone foundations against 
the north foundation of the service wing appear to relate to former 
exterior chimneys; corresponding hearths are framed in the circular­
sawn first floor framing. The main house measures approximately 45 
feet square and it dates from the Greek-revival period ca. 1840-1850. 
The earlier easterly four bays of the service wing measure approxi­
mately 16~ by 37~ feet and all visible elements including the first 
floor framing and interior details date from the twentieth century 
but the proportions and chimney foundations suggest the possibility 
of earlier construction. 

The truncated pyramidal roof with its three dormers in each 
facade was reconstructed in the early twentieth century. A pair of 
chimneys rises through the westerly slope near the top deck. Origi­
nally these were matched by another pair through the easterly slope; 
the northeast_ chimney has been removed in its entirety but the south­
east chimney remains, with its fireplace, within the house. 

A Wide entrance hall is centered in the house, extending 
to the south approximately two-thirds the depth of the house. The 
principal staircase rises with intermediate landings in its own hall 
off the southwest corner of the center hall. A square room is north 
of the stair hall and west of the center hall. Formerly there were 
two rooms east of the center hall, one square matching its north­
westerly counterpart and one smallish room in the center corresponding 
to the staircase; and a chimney rose between them. The dividing par­
tition and chimney have been removed to create one large room east of 
the center hall. A large room is in the southeast corner of the house, 
its east-west length including the width of the center hall. Finally 
another square room is in the southwest corner and a secondary stair 
rises from it immediately west of the principal stair. 

Except for the removal of the partition and chimney dividing 
the rooms east of the hall, most original interior detailing remains 
in place: two or eight panel doors with loose echinus mouldings and 
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partial raises; paneled window jambs; Wide corner-block trim; mantels 
with Greek Doric columns supporting a pulvinated frieze; the principal 
stair with its moderately proportioned turned baluster-newel, round 
walnut rail and tapered round maple balusters; the secondary stair 
with its round rail and tapered square newels; and a plaster orna­
ment in the ceiling of the center hall having radiating acanthus 
leaves around a lantern fixture which may also be contemporary with· 
the house. 

The second storey is similar but details are simpler as 
expected. Doors have six panels of the same profiles as below and 
many retain Carpenter or Tildesley Carpenter-patent locks. All 
details and finishes of the third storey date from the twentieth 
century reconstruction of the roof. 

All visible details and finishes of the west wing date from 
the early twentieth century. The first storey contains a large 
kitchen with a housekeeper's living room at the west end; the second 
storey contains servants' rooms. The attic is finished and its 
structural members are not visible. 
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BELMORE is a large house of the Greek-revival period, 
ca. 1845, unusual in its square proportion. The truncated pyramidal 
roof and the simple porch date from the early twentieth century, 
seemingly relating the earlier house to the early twentieth century 
Colonial revival when these forms, including the square plan, were 
prevalent. 
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HPlmorP, a 1aree early nineteenth century stone house, was built by a descen1ant 
of Captain John Cockey (b. 16~1/1683, d. prior to 22 July 1717), thP first of this 

~ large family to settle in the f.rPen Spring Va11ey. For over a century the property 
on which Helmore was buiJ t --nort.ions of Cockev 1 a Trust and Helmorf'-\.'O.s part of the 
oJd Cockey h~m0stead kno,_m Es 0,.knenP (SurnmerfiP-Jd). But soon after tl-te death of 
its owm'!r, .Joseph C. CockP.v (l?Rh-1831), the family estate was djvide<j and sold . 

Accordin£ to later lend records, Joseph's brothP'" John lwd acquired 90 acres 
of the homeolace, ,..,erhaos as nartial payment on a mo1·tg11ge which he and brothPr 
WiJ lian he.d held on Joseph 1 s PPte.t,,. .' It was on this lanri tliet 'lielrr.o:rP ··as built, 
Dresurnea bly by ,Tohn Cockey between J 831. an~ 181 J. Ah 1836 I!la'O of the Va1 ley lists 
his na~,,. on the plot of Jand whe~e Uelmore stands, and an 1S/l advertisement, offPring 
the house for sale in settl~~ent of a court case between John Cockey and GPorgP 
~opkins et al., mentioned th8t thP house bad "recently teen ereeted."~ 

SamueJ BrP.1y, a fo~er l"IS.yor of Baltirnore City, bought the ~elrnore estate on 
15 April 181.2.3 According to an 1841 newspaper advertisement, the "irst to describP 
t if.' nroperty, his VaJJ ey farm consisted or "a spacious dwelJ inE homiP of stone al:1out. 
45 feet square rough cast without, an1 fjnished within in the best a~i most modern 
m:i.nnAr . The house is on an eminence ovorlookine the farm . ThPre ia also a manager's 
housP and the usual outbuildines, a ouarry, and fruit and ornamental trees."~ 

A native of Delaware, Sanuel Prativ and his wife Ann ~ry Proctor Stansbury 
raised eiPht childrPn. One son, .fef'ferson, was the only family member to sympathiz~ 
with the ... ortb during the CiviJ 'ar. While serving in the TTnion Army, hP 'WBs killf'>i 
at Petersburg on ?.l June 1864. 

The 18?0 l1 . S. Census listed t}1p senj or Frady ~ s a farmer 11d th rec>l estate 
holdings valued a.t ~115,000.5 With his death a y ar lat.er et eiphty- two, l:Iel"'ore 
passed to his son Samuel .b 

Samue1 Brndy, Jr., devoted his life to making Belmore a nrosperous farm . His r agricul t.ural in1~erests led him to the 'l'.lresidency of the Baltimore County Agricultural 
So("iety. Sbarj ng his fa.ther 1 s love of pubJJ c affairs, he was for sorn9 years a 
Baltimore County commissioner an~J a1 so a mayor of Baltimorp City. In J884 he repre­
sented his district in the state legislature. 

r 

Samuel died at Helrno~e in 18Q() et the a~e o~ fifty- seven, ani his Psta+e passed 
to his fariJy! His wife 9elen bed been the daur.hter of Unton Slingluff who had 
once lived next d~or at Oakle.ne (Summerfield). ~rady 1 s son Unton Slingluff Rrady 
gave up his career es a civi.1 ~naine0r 1o manage his father's Valley farm. 

This Brady, as a trustee anoo·nted in::a court caRe between himseJf as comolaintant· 
and his brother S . Proctor Brady as defendant, sold Helmore i,o .Jecoh A. U1.J'll8.n jn 1002. s­
Ulman was alrea ly we11- known ht• GrF:'•=m Sorinr Va 1 ley residents--he was on° of the 
five ~lkridg~ Hunt Clu1 memb,,.rs who, jn J894, hed nronosed the TU.nninr of the now 
world- reknown Mary1eni Runt Cu'\'.l . An ardent liorsernan and hunter, he 'became active in 
the Green spring Valley Hunt Club and fornied a close association with thP 11'Uch respected 
Fedmonn C. Stewart of Clifreholme. 

It was Ulman, president of his familv 1s ~hiskey disti11inp firm, who r.ale the only 
a dition to He1more. By a din~ a winr to accomodate a kitchen and servants ' quarters, ~ 
he increased the size of the house to twenty-one rooms, nearly all of them witr fireo1!.nc~. 

In lq34 .Tacob A. lJlman and his w:l.f 0 Katharine {Cary) sold ftelrlo:re and its qo 
acres i o the Subur~"Tl Finance Corporation, which in turn soJci it 1,o F.dgar M. I.ucas 
the followine y0~rf~ Soon aftAr acouirin~ thP property, the new O"Wner set about re­
modeling the house. 1 

In addition to his new Ve.1 ley estate, which became a horse bree.::li nf farm, FdsP.r 
Lucas owns another horse farm, whicr he aJso Cl'lls tlelmore, in Haward County. Establjhhed 
in the electrics] cont.ractinp b.lsiness, Lucas is 1.he ereat, great grandson of Jolm 
Merryman, a member of a well-known Baltimo,.e County family. 
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PaJtimor"' Count.:r land Fecords ( t¥!LP), WG #1?7/545, BaJ timore . 

2 
PPtitions for New Roeds , 1e2?- J84Q, 2 Febr uary 1R36, ori?inal docum.,.nts no . 

8121 (1) , ~alJ of Records , Annapolis , MaryJand; Pelti~orP Amer icPn arrl Cor::mercia1 
!lAi lv ALIVP'l'"t.i~Ar (BACDA) , 15 Aprr 184J . 

.3 BCLR, TK #310/23, Baltimore . 

'f BACDA., J 5 A nril 1811 . 

5" UnitPd States Census "'or BaltimorP County, Dist.rict ThrPe, 18?0, folio 123 , 
V.a.rylan~ ~istorical Society, Ba~ timore , l~ryJand 

ti 
BCLR, NMB #2.6o/82 , Towson. 

~ 
I bid . 

g 

I.hi!!· 
q "' 'l0 1rncre 1: GrePn Snrine •Ts1ley nome or l-' r . J acob A. Ull!an," BA1timor~ AT!"Pricnn, 

6 August 1905. 
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EGLF.. , 01..ffi , Jr., #939/2.JO, and CWF, Jr., Uof.,o/137, Towson . , , 
Interview at ffplmore with Vr. ~dgar M. Lucas by Dawn F . Thomas , 17 OctobPr 1972. 
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